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Gragd~gunY.~~y GfVgr,~m
Financial f\id Applications Up This Fall;
Federal Cuts Pose Problems for 1982 - 83
Reagan administration cutbacks in
federal financial aid programs probably
won't have much effect on students this
year, but "the real crunch_ is likely to
come in 1982-83," according to Ken
Fridsma, director of financial aid for
Grand Valley.
One of the most significant changes
in the aid program will take place on
October 1, when eligibility for the
Guaranteed Student Loan Program will
be restricted primarily to students whose
family income is under $30,000.
Last year, Grand Valley handled about
$2 million in Guaranteed Student Loans
for more than 1,200 students. Fridsma
expects the figure will hold steady this
year but could drop by as much as 50
percent next year.
"This year students are getting their
loan applications in before October 1,
so we'll still have a pretty good year,"
he said. "In fact, our loan volume for this
period is about triple what it was last
year."
Last year, Grand Valley handled about
$7.5 million in student aid, including
about $2 million in Guaranteed Student
Loans, $1.5 million in Basic Educational
Opportunity Grants (BEOGs), $1 million
in Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOGs), $1 million in college
work study, and $1 million in National
Defense Student L.oans.
"Generally, students seem to have
been reading the papers and they 're
anticipating the deadlines," Fridsma said.
"When they receive our award letters,
they're pleasantly surprised to learn they
have been funded at pretty much the
same level as last year. For the majority
of students who applied early, there's
Ii ttle change."
The total processing time for a Guaranteed Student Loan application to move
through the college, the state and the
bank is usually about twelve weeks , so
this year, as in the past, students who
haven't applied early may start school
without knowing for sure whether they 'II
be getting a loan. By assigning a top
priority to handling loan applications,
Grand Valley's financial aid staff has been
able to stay current with the onslaught of
paperwork for the most part, Fridsma said.

Higher Interest Rates,
Monthly Payments
Among Aid Changes
The major financial aid change approved so far by congress is the restriction, after October 1, of eligibility for
Guaranteed Student Loans to students
whose family incomes are under $30,000.
"Above that point, students might still
qualify but they have to demonstrate
financial need," Fridsma said.
In addition, students now have to pay
a five percent "origination fee" for
Guaranteed Student Loans. Thus, students who borrow $2,000 will receive a
check for $1,900, with the other $100
going to pay this fee.
"Most students are surprised about
this because it hasn't received much
publicity," Fridsma said. "The idea is to
reduce the federal government's cost for
borrowing money by passing more of
that cost on to the student. In lieu of
the special allowance the federal government pays to the lender, the student
pays part of it up front, rather than the
government paying the whole thing."
Still another change in the Guaranteed
Student Loan program is an increase in
monthly payments, which had been $30
a month and will now be $50 a month.
Students are not required to begin repayment of their loans until after they
graduate or drop out of school.
Congress has also approved an increase in the interest rates for National
Defense Student Loans, from 4 to 5 percent, or a difference of about $20 a year
on a $2,000 loan.
Students hurt by these aid restrictions
may be helped by a new Guaranteed
Student Loan program through which
parents can borrow up to $2,500 a year,
at 14 percent interest, for each dependent
in college. The money is borrowed from
banks, with the federal government
guaranteeing the loans. Repayment provisions differ from the guaranteed loans
to students in that monthly payments
begin immediately after the loan is
disbursed.
The program may be operational in
Michigan by the end of September. "I
don't view it as a financial aid program
so much as an installment plan for paying for an education, but it is an option

· fdr families to consider," Fridsma said.
The coming weeks, during- which
congress will put together its 1982-83
budget, will be important ones for
financial aid programs, according to
, Fridsma. "There 'II be a lot of attempts on
the part of the Reagan administration to
fund programs at a reduced level to cut
back on BEOG grants and campus-based
programs," Fridsma said. "These cuts
would take effect for 1982-83.
"Most people don't realize that except
for guaranteed student loans financial
aid programs are 'advance funded,' " according to Fridsma. "That means money
appropriated for one fiscal year is used in
the next. So appropriations for the
1981-82 fiscal year are actually for the
1982-83 academic year."

.Bus Fares Now 50 (·
Effective today, commuters riding
Grand Rapids Area Transit Authority
(GRATA) buses to Grand Valley will
pay 50 cents for a one-way ticket. The
new fare was approved by the GRATA
board of directors at a meeting last week.
Grand Valley buses, including both the
Lake Michigan Drive bus connecting the
campus with downtown Grand Rapids
· and the new southwest bus through
Jenison, will be part of the regular
GRATA fare structure.
For the past year, passengers traveling
from Grand Rapids to the campus had
been paying a 75-cent fare, compared
with the 50-cent fare for other GRATA
runs .
The 50-cent fare goes into effect at
the same time that the southwest route
is added to the bus schedule and evening
runs, as well as three mid-day runs, are
eliminated from the Grand Rapids-Lake
Michigan Drive route schedule (sec
Forum, August 24).
Buses on both routes will stop at any
corner along the route, except in the
downtown Grand Rapids business district,
where passengers must board and leave
the bus at a bus stop . In the rural area of
the southwest run, the bus will stop
wherever a passenger flags it, providing
the passenger is on the same side of the
rna d as the hus .

Musicians Invited to Join

GVSC Symphony Orchestra
The GVSC Chamber Orchestra begins
· its 1981-82 season this week, under the
direction of Marsha Mabrey. Grand Valley students, community instrumentalists
and advanced high school performers who
play string, woodwind, brass or percussion instruments are encouraged to join
the fifty -piece orchestra.
Participation in the orchestra is avail.able on a credit or no-credit basis and
both music majors and non-music majors
are welcome. There is no fee for participation for those who do not wish to earn
credit.

ACROSS CAMPUS
CONVOCATION SCHEDULED
FOR TOMORROW

All Grand Valley employees are
encouraged to attend the annual fall
convocation at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday ,
September 1, in the Calder Fine Arts
Center.
Offices in which all employees are
attending convocation may close from
10:15 a.m. until the conclusion of the
event. The switchboard will inform
callers of the possible closing and ask
them to call back after convocation if
no one answers.
Employees are also invited to attend
a continental breakfast preceding convocation from 9-10 a.m. in the multipurpose room of the Campus Center.
Those attending the breakfast have been
asked to rotate their attendance with
others in their offices so the offices can
remain open during the breakfast.
PLANT DEPARTMENT
WILL HOLD MEETING

The physical plant department will
hold a meeting for students seeking
employment for fall and winter semesters
on Thursday, September 3, at 1:30 p.m.
in the conference room of the Service
Building. Students who wish to be considered for fall and winter jobs with the
department must attend the meeting.
DAY CARE CENTER
OPENS WEDNESDAY

Grand Valley's Day Care Center is
now accepting applications for enrollees
from the surrounding area for its fall
semester, which begins Wednesday, Sep-
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Orchestra rehearsals are held from 6-8
p.m. Tuesdays and 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursdays. Concert performances are
.usually scheduled for Sunday afternoons
· during the academic year.
The orchestra is designed to help
instrumentalists improve their playing
skills while studying standard orchestral
repertoire and giving formal public concerts, according to Mabrey.
Grand Valley students who are members of the orchestra may take private
lessons for credit whil~ paying only for

course credits. This represents a considerable savings since students who wish to
take private lessons, and who are not
members of a major campus ensemble,
pay for the course credits as well as for
each individual lesson.
Auditions will be held Wednesday,
September 2, beginning at 1 p.m. Musicians may sign up for auditions in ,the
Calder Fine Arts Center at the bulletin
board across from the music office. Tlre
first full rehearsal will be held Thursday,
September 3, at 4 :30 p.m.

tember 2. The Center operates Monday
through Friday from 7:45 a.m. until
6:15 p.m. while Grand Valley is in session. The program meets the developmental needs of children ages 2½ through 5.
The Center is located on M-45 just west
of the blinker light entrance to the cam pus. For additional information, contact
Margaret Bilsky, 895-4146 or 452-4304.

Library Clerk - Part-time. Salary range,
C-1, $3.98-5.59/hr. For more information, call the Personnel Office at ext.
215.

FACULTY WILL SAIL
SEPTEMBER 12

The Faculty Club has rescheduled its
sailing outing for Saturday, September 12.
Details on the time and place will be
announced soon.

Jobs on Campus ·
Clerical Aide - Two positions. Salary
range, C-1, $3.98-5.59/hr. For more
information, call the Personnel Office
at ext. 215.

Administrative Assistant - Kirkhof College. Salary range, C-5, $5.30-7.89/hr. ·
To perform para-professional level
work involving planning, coordinating,
and preparing for specific projects/
programs. Three years of experience in
a position requiring administrative and
organizational abilities is required.
Must have good secretarial skills and
ability to coordinate the work flow.
Duplicating .Assistant - Print Shop. Parttime. Salary range , T-1, $4.71-6.36/hr.
Experience in operating a variety of
printing and bindery equipment. High
school graduate with at least one year
. of relevant vocational training or related work experience.

Calendar of Events
Monday, August 31
9 a.m .-8 p.m.: Final Registration, Campus Center.
Tuesday, September 1
9 a.m.: Convocation Continental Breakfast, Campus Center Main Lounge.
10:30 a.m. : Convocation. Calder Fine Arts Center.
Wednesday, September 2
Classes begin.
Late Registration begins (September 2-9). Registrar's Office, second floor, Lake
Huron Hall.
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit - John Visser, drawings and paintings. Campus Center
Art Gallery.
Thursday, September 3
1-7 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See September 2 for.details.
Friday, September 4
12-5 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See September 2 for details.
Monday, September 7
Labor Day. All Grand Valley offices are closed.
Tuesday, September 8
1-7 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See September 2 for details.

